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From 2z cheslky goid lame bikini
to impeccabiy cut suits with a neo-
1840s spin. Los Angeles Fashion
Week Fall 2804, held March 29 to
April Z, wzs z hetbed of style, rang-
ing from the serious o the self-
amused

ProdooeS by 7:h on Sixth, the
presentsss of New York's biannual
Fashion Wesk, iogether with
Smas=Box Sszdies in Culver City —
own=C D7 Mzx Fzctor heirs Dean
and Davis Fzctor — the week’s 46
shows were spomsored by auto
giant Mﬁ_*:edeu-Beuz Now in its
third sezson, Los Angeles Fashion
Wesk h=s grown impressively,

atiracting f=shicn world heavy-
weights such zs Richard Tyler, Pat
Field, Trina T:crk and \.quo Barce-

=wcomers Heather-
ette and Joczl desioners both estab-

Oze of the mars ohvious differ-
ences berwesz Fzshion Week in
Los A=g=lec znd New York is that
the cesusl etic that pervades
the = goperent In numerous
shows In witic® denim, sweat-suit-
ing 2= othemwiss before-5 looks

: inzf= the romway. AT Sanctuary,
a si= g= veivet pantsuit
with shromien '.;..ke: revealing a
good four inches of midriff could
easily pass for LA interview attire,

Frs:;ﬁ»- B., the designer who

‘popularized ziarmingly low-rise
jears, szowsd hip-chic for both
genders, with jezans/blazer/collar-
shirt combos for guys, tweaked
with billowy Hei-style ascots —

~which Is z= f2ocy as you need to get
in L.A.. s=7= for Oscar night — and
mini-dresses, both sweater-y and
denim, for women. worn with fall’s
alternztive to the ubiquitous Ugg
Boot: A siouchy suede medium-
heeled beot in tobacco or beige that
hovers mid-calf,

At swimwear designer Shay
Todd's show, sexy bikinis and crys-
tal-buckie-smbellished maillots,
some stown wiih knee-high boots
— were pure LA -meets-the French

Bur there were grown-up

clothes, oo, some guite remarkable,
Heze's 2 capsule of the week's offer-

-
34 .:_‘;.*’3:

fabric breast plate.

@ Trina Turk: The sweetheart
of Palm Springs chic got in touch
with her inner Sloaneé Ranger,
showing Brit-tinged versions of her
smart-set looks at her L.A. show-
room. Models enacted slice-of-life
scenarios — i.e. knitting at home,
with one's cat commandeering the
ball of yarn — wearing black-and-
white tweedy pants paired with a

loose mauve cowl-neck sweatet or-

a number of sleek woolen coats of
overscaled burgundy houndstooth
ot autumnal color-blocking.

o Petro Zillia: The feminized
Anglophile was also an inspiration
for popular local designer Nony

Tochterman, who always infuses a.

bit of circus in her silhouettes. To
wit: Flat-front gray trousers with a
sheer white menswear-styled shirt
and necktie of circus proportions; a
striped, wide-lapel jacket with a

pink/black blouse and yellow knee--

grazing skirt; a sophisticated plaid
coat of muted green, blue and yel-
low. And lots of fedoras, in varying

- colors.

o Louls Verdad: If only the
world were as civilized as the
woman Louis Verdad aims to dress.
Refined glamour worthy of a 1940s
starlet is at the heart of this spectac-
ular collection: Fitted ladylike suits;
a tweedy oyster-hued bustier with
matching wide-legged trousers;

-even burgundy plaid hot shorts,

tempered by a fitted gray jacket,
burgundy gloves.and sheer bur-
gundy ‘hosiery. For night, there

were plenty of sultry black dresses,
plus a black-and-white polka-dot

flamenco gown with sheer black
inset that was nothing short of mag-
ical.

e martinMARTIN: The hus-
band-wife team of Eric Martin and
Diane Moss-Martin produce artis-
tic, intelligent clothing for confi-
dent women who view their bodies
as canvages. A particularly stunning
white cotton shirt with intricate ori-
gami-like folds locked like it
needed to come with instructions.

e Heatherette: Earning an
A-plus for sheer exuberance, the
Heatherette design team of Richie
Rich (a former Icecapades star-
turned-New York club kidY and
Traver Rains (a former rodeo star)
presented the L.A. version of their
lively Big Top show with celeb run-
way vixens Jenny McCarthy, Kim-

berly Stewart (Rod’'s daughter),

Dita Von Teese (shock-rocker
Marilyn Manson’s squeeze) and
rcx-? Als ,Thhan Barberie parading
i * in sometimes outra-
3 -girl frocks sure to work
AL Ji"_i-"SI_'.Eu. ocean-

Addiction guitarist T
Navarro sports 2 37
jacket and panis witm _
biker boots. Botic =
Sue Wong.




